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Christmas  Tree 
Tales 

by  Ron  Calkins 


On  the  cover  of  this  year’s  issue  of 
NOW  News  is  an  old  print  with 
children  around  the  candle-lit 
Christmas  tree. 

Though  the  Christmas  tree  has  been  a 
loved  holiday  symbol  in  many  parts 
of  the  northern  hemisphere  for 
several  centuries,  no  one  knows 
exactly  when  this  tree  of  warmth, 
color  and  light  became  part  of  the 
celebration  of  Jesus'  birth.  Legends 
about  it  go  back  to  the  8th  century, 
and  the  first  known  written  records 
came  from  Germany  in  1605. 

Whence  Came  the 
Christmas  Tree 


Mystery  blurs  the  true  answer.  Its 
origin  is  a subject  of  considerable 
interest,  especially  in  these  days  when 
it’s  the  custom  to  trace  everything  back  to 
its  real  or  imaginary  beginning. 

The  Christmas  tree  is  a blend  of  pagan  and 
Christian  traditions.  It  was  a pagan 
custom  to  adorn  houses  with  trees  and 
winter  greenery. 

Early  Christian  Tales 

A wonderful  tale  tells  that  on  the  night 
Christ  was  born,  the  trees  in  the  forest 


bloomed  and  bore 
fruit  despite  snow 
and  ice. 

This  Arabian  story 
goes  back  to  the 
10th  century,  and 
was  as  firmly 
believed  as  the 
Virgin  Birth  itself. 
The  story 
eventually  was 
spread  over  all  of 
Europe. 

Another  tale  tells 
that  when  the  little 
Christ  child  was 
born,  not  only  the 
wise  men  brought 
r^gifts--the  birds, 
plants  and  animals 
came  too.  Each  had 
something  to  offer 
the  baby  Jesus,  except  the  pine  tree.  All 
it  had  were  its  needles,  and  it  was  afraid 
they  would  prick  the  Babe  and  hurt  Him. 

God  saw  how  disappointed  the  tree  was  and 
He  told  some  of  the  stars  to  go  down  and  sit 
on  its  branches.  When  they  did,  the  little 
tree  was  covered  with  such  a radiance  that 
the  little  Child  reached  out  to  the  tree  in 
happiness. 

Now  each  Christmas  the  pine  trees  bear 
the  lights  which  were  placed  on  them  in 
memory  of  the  night  the  little  tree  gave 
such  pleasure  to  the  Christ  child. 
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A German  Tale 

Another  Christmas  tree  story  can  be  found 
in  this  German  folk  tale. 

One  year,  Christmas  Eve  came  quietly  and 
without  event  to  the  lonely  home  of  a 
forester.  Outside  the  chilled  wind 
whistled  through  the  shorn  branches  of 
the  trees,  but  around  a cheerful  fire  the 
woodsman  and  his  family  spent  a happy 
evening.  Just  as  they  were  about  to  retire 
for  the  night,  the  sound  of  someone 
knocking  was  heard  outside.  The  father 
opened  the  door  and  before  him  stood  a 
child  shivering  with  cold  and  hunger.  He 
was  warmly  welcomed,  treated  to  the  best 
the  house  afforded,  and  little  Hans  insisted 
that  the  guest  should  have  his  bed  in 
which  to  sleep. 

Early  next  morning  the  family  was 
awakened  by  a choir  of  angels  caroling  in 
the  heavens.  To  their  joy  and  amazement, 
they  discovered  that  it  was  the  Christ 
Child  they  had  entertained,  for  he  now 
stood  before  them  transformed.  Before  He 
disappeared,  He  took  a twig  from  a fir 
tree,  planted  it  in  the  ground  and  said:  “I 
have  gladly  received  your  gifts,  and  here 
is  mine  to  you.  This  tree  will  never  fail 
to  bear  fruit  at  Christmas  and  you  shall 
always  have  abundance." 

Trimming  the  Tree 

It  is  to  Germany  that  we  also  owe  our 
thanks  for  the  practice  of  lighting  our 
Christmas  trees.  The  story  goes  that 
Martin  Luther,  walking  home  through  the 


woods,  on  an  early  evening,  saw  a 
beautiful  evergreen  tree  with  a bright 
star  showing  just  at  the  tip  of  one  of  the 
branches.  He  was  so  impressed  with  the 
lovely  effect  that  he  decided  to  bring  such 
a tree  indoors  and  let  his  family  decorate 
it  with  lights  in  the  form  of  candles  on 
the  tips  of  the  branches.  Today  the 
addition  of  lights  and  ornaments  to  a live 
tree  has  been  adopted  by  other  lands. 

Christmas  Tree  Trivia 


Nova  Scotia  is  the  world’s  leading 
exporter  of  Christmas  trees.  A big  one  is 
given  annually  to  Boston  in  thanks  for  the 
city’s  help  after  the  great  Halifax 
explosion  in  1917.  This  year’s  tree 
placed  in  the  Prudential  Center,  is  a 50’ 
white  spruce  that  has  4-1/2  miles  of 
wire  and  17,000  lights. 

The  80  foot  tall  white  fir 
Christmas  tree  in  Disney 
World’s  Magic  Kingdom 
has  6,000  light  bulbs, 

600  electric  candles  and 
1,000  Victorian-style 
ornaments. 


Christmas  Trees 
In  Numismatics 

Christmas  trees  may  be  found  on  dozens  of 
modern  silver  medals.  The  following 
examples  are  from  the  small  booklet, 
“Christmas  Tokens  and  Medals”  by  Arlie  R. 
Slabaugh,  published  in  1966. 
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Shown  above,  a $10  Christmas  tree.  Gilt  finish, 
28mm.  These  are  worth  face  value  plus  whatever 
premium  a collector  may  be  willing  to  pay,  if  any. 


The  above  medal  shows  Santa  standing,  waving  his 
hand.  Inscription  around  reads:  “ Santa  Clause  House/ 
Santa  Land/  “The  Home  of  Santa  Claus  ” /North  Pole, 
Alaska.”  In  small  letters  above  Santa  is  No.  2 (second 
piece  in  this  series).  Reverse,  Christmas  tree  in  center 
with  gifts  beneath.  Dates  1964/1965  at  sides. 

Around  border  “ Santa  Souvenir  Dollar/  The  Christmas 
Tree  O Tannenbaum  /Santa  Clause  House  Inc.  Gold 
colored  bronze,  28mm. 


3bv.  Santa  facing  slightly  towards  left  within  circle, 
iround  edge,  holly  at  sides  with  “Merry/Christmas 
tbove  and  below.  Rev.  Christmas  tree  with  candles 
vithin  circle.  Around  border,  “For  a Good  Little 
}irl”.  Holly  leaves  below  in  tiny  letters  below  tub 
tolding  tree  is  name  of  maker,  Whitehead-Hoag,  Gilt, 
2mm.  Probably  also  made  for  a Good  Little  Boy. 


Obverse,  pine  tree  in  center  with  inscription  around 
“God  Bless  You  Everyone  1938  Christmas”  Reverse, 
American  Legion  Christmas  Party”  Gilt,  28  mm. 

$1.50  (Both  1937  and  1938  are  pictured  together  with 
reverse  used  on  both). 


A capped  Lincoln  cent  with  Santa  carrying  bag  facing 
to  left.  Word  “Greetings”  above.  These  were  first 
produced  by  Werner  in  1935  and  sold  during  1935-38. 
They  were  available  with  or  without  card  holder  being 
sold  at  100  without  and  150  with  holder.  Although 
over  500,000  of  these  capped  cents  were  sold  by 
Werner  and  distributed  through  the  Salvation  Army, 
etc.,  they  are  seldom  seen  today.  Apparently  the 
copper  shell  was  pried  off  the  cent  in  many  instances 
and  those  preserved  are  saved  as  souvenirs  and  by 
collectors  who  do  not  care  to  sell  them.  With  card, 
$4;  without  card,  $2.50. 
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/k  Gavel 
2^  Highlights 

Well,  fall  is  upon  us  and  coin  shows  are  in 
the  air. 

I went  to  the  Milwaukee  Numismatic 
Society  show  in  September  at  the  Grand 
Milwaukee  Hotel,  across  from  General 
Mitchell  International  Airport.  The  new 
setup  (this  is  the  2nd  year)  seems  to  be 
working  out  fairly  well.  The  biggest 
down-side  is  that  there  isn’t  much  room 
for  exhibits  and  then  only  on  Saturday. 
The  MNS  folks  tell  me  that  it’s  easier  to 
get  to  than  the  old  days  downtown  at 
MECCA...  and  parking  is  free! 

I saw  a number  of  old  friends  there.  They 
came  trooping  in  from  most  parts  of  the 
country,  although  there  was  a conflict 
with  a Cincinnati  show.  The  same 
weekend  I saw  John  and  Nancy  Wilson  at 
the  paper  money  show  at  Stasburg,  PA. 

Milwaukee’s  Kevin  Foly,  has  been 
appointed  Vice  President  of  R.M.  Smythe 
& Co.  in  New  York  City.  He  will  be 
involved  in  two  of  Smythe’s  shows  and 
their  U.S.  auction  of  stock  and  bond 
certificates.  He  will  carry  out  his  new 
duties  from  his  current  base  in 
Milwaukee  and  will  continue  to  manage 
the  shows  he  has  been  running  for  the 
past  several  years. 

(OK,  OK,  I know  it  looks  like  I’m  in  a 


Milwaukee  rut,  but  I really  haven’t  been 
out  of  town  since  the  Baraboo  show  in 
August). 

How  about  this?  In  October  there  was  a 
major  paper  money  show  in  St.  Louis,  MO. 
I wasn’t  able  to  go  to  that  one  (I  was 
working  weird  hours).  Some  interesting 
stuff  in  the  CCA  auction,  though. 

It  seems  we  will  not  have  an  official 
election  again  this  year.  We  have  four 
members  of  the  Board  whose  terms  will 
be  up  at  the  March  show  in  Madison.  I 
have  been  informed  by  our  Secretary  that 
we  received  4 nominees  who  met  the 
requirements  of  being  a NOW  member  for 
at  least  a year.  Only  two  of  these  accepted 
the  nomination  to  run  for  the  Board  of 
Governors,  therefore,  we  don’t  have  a full 
slate  of  officers.  We’ll  be  accepting  to  the 
Board  those  who  chose  to  run,  and  the 
other  two  slots  will  be  filled  by 
appointment  later. 

There  also  is  a proposal  to  reduce  the 
Board  from  12  members  to  9.  That  would 
mean  that  we  only  need  to  find  3 new 
Board  members  every  year  instead  of  4. 
Before  we  make  such  a change  (which 
requires  a change  to  the  Constitution  and 
ByLaws),  we  need  your  input.  Please 
write  to  Ron  or  E-mail  me  your  views  at 
lrhartz@asapnet.net. 

Remember,  this  is  your  club  and  we  need 
your  input. 

Lee  Hartz,  President 
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Christmas  Shopping  - Started  your 
Christmas  list  yet?  Lately,  our  mailbox 
has  been  filled  with  auction  catalogs  and 
other  goodies.  Not  sure  if  it’s  because  we 
became  members  of  TAMS  this  year  or 
because  of  the  NOW  News  editorship. 

One  of  my  pet  peeves  is  receiving  a sales 
brochure  or  list  that’s  printed  so  small 
that  a magnifying  glass  is  needed  to  read  it. 
These  generally  get  tossed  without  even 
trying  to  figure  out  what  they’re  trying  to 
sell  me. 

The  Heritage  Numismatic  Auctions,  on  the 
other  hand,  sends  out  a very  nice,  quality 
catalog  listing  their  auction  material. 
They’re  handling  the  ANA  auction’s  high 
quality  (and  expensive)  merchandise. 
Anyway,  occasionally  we  put  in  a bid  for 
something.  If  you  have  a numismatic 
“Wish  List,”  check  out  our  advertisers. 

It’*  That  Time  Again  - time  to  pay 
your  1999  dues.  Check  your  label  and  If 
your  dues  need  to  be  renewed,  please  send 


in  your  $5  to  ensure  receiving  the  next 
issue.  Because  of  postal  weight 
regulations,  everyone  receives  a notice 
(even  if  you’re  a Life  Member  or  have 
paid  ahead). 

We  don’t  automatically  send  new  member- 
ship cards  every  year,  so  If  you  desire  a 
new  card,  let  us  know  and  we’ll  send  you 
one.  (a  self-addressed,  stamped  envelope 
would  be  nice). 

Coin  Club  information  - Be  sure  your 
club  sends  in  their  “Coin  Club 
Information"  and  “Coin  Show 
Information”  forms  (included  in  this 
issue).  Several  organizations  sent  show 
information  to  us  TOO  LATE  to  be  included 
in  our  Show  Calendar.  NOW  News  is  a 
quarterly  publication,  so  it’s  important 
that  we  receive  your  information  early. 

Election  of  Officers  - We  received 
several  qualified  nominations  for  Board  of 
Governors,  and  letters  were  sent  to  each. 
Only  2 candidates  accepted.  They  are 
present  Board  Members,  Fred  Borgmann 
of  lola  and  Jim  Jach  from  Milwaukee. 
Therefore,  to  save  time  and  the  expense  of 
holding  an  election,  they  will  be  appointed 
to  the  Board  by  the  NOW  President,  who 
will  also  appoint  and  fill  the  two 
remaining  vacancies. 

We  appreciate  Fred  and  Jim’s  willingness 
to  serve  on  the  Board 
for  another  3 years. 
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6y  TfiyCCis  Catkins 


On  August  23rd,  NOW  lost  Life  Member 
#88L.  Virgil  Jackson  was  92  years  old. 

Virgil  was  a life-long  resident  of  Beaver 
Dam,  a 1924  graduate  of  Beaver  Dam 
High  School  and  attended  Marquette 
University.  He  worked  for  the  U.S.  Postal 
Service  as  a mail  carrier  for  27  years 
until  his  retirement  in  1963. 

Virgil’s  interest  in  numismatics  began  in 
1942  while  serving  with  the  4th  Photo- 
graphic Technical  Unit  with  the  Flying 
Tigers  in  China  and  continued  throughout 
his  life.  Virgil  was  active  in  numismatics 
at  the  state  and  national  levels  and  held 
memberships  in  numerous  coin  clubs  and 
numismatic  organizations.  He  served  on 
the  NOW  Board  and  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Beaver  Dam  Coin  Club. 


Virgil  and  his  wife,  Daisy,  exhibited  and 
received  more  awards  and  trophies  than 
anyone  we  know.  In  1971  he  was  awarded 
the  “Exhibitor  of  the  Year”  award.  The 
Jacksons  donated  several  of  their  prize- 
winning exhibits  to  NOW  which  were 
auctioned  off  during  the  1996  NOW 
convention  in  Wausau. 

Many  years  ago  Virgil  gave  me  my  first 
piece  of  Odd  & Curious  Money,  which 
started  my  “Funny  Money”  collection  and 
I recall  one  memorable  evening  we  spent 
with  them  going  thru  Virgil’s  fabulous 
collection  of  Teddy  Bears. 

Virgil  is  now  gone,  but  the  Jackson 
exhibits  will  continue  to  be  enjoyed  by 
collectors  for  years  to  come. 


All  through  the  ages  there  have  been 
responsible  people,  neither  misers  nor 
spendthrifts,  who  spent  their  money  for 
the  necessities  and  occasional  luxuries  of 
life  and  still  saved  some  for  a “rainy 
day.”  This  early  American  Santa  piggy 
bank  proves  that  children  and  grownups 
saved  then,  as  you  should  today. 
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RNS  Celebrates  60th 
Anniversary 

Congratulations  to  the  Racine  Numismatic 
Society  as  they  celebrate  their  Diamond 
Anniversary.  They  were  organized  in 
March  of  1938. 

Members  are  busy  planning  their 
February  28th  show.  Be  sure  to  pick  up 
some  raffle  tickets  --  the  prizes  are  a 
$25  Gold  Eagle  and  a $5  gold  piece. 

Speakers  at  meetings  have  included  John 
& Nancy  Wilson  on  $3  bills  and  Tom 
Casper,  gave  an  interesting  presentation 
on  US  Savings  Bonds  and  various  ways  the 
Government  promoted  them. 

Members  enjoyed  getting  together 
November  12th  for  their  Holiday  Banquet 
at  the  Driftwood  Restaurant. 

Wausau  Coin  Club 

Banquet/Christmas  Party 

The  first  combined  banquet  and  Christmas 
party  of  the  Wisconsin  Valley  Coin  Club 
was  held  in  the  Bayberry  Room  of  the 
Midway  Hotel  in  Wausau  on  November 
7th.  A cash  bar  opened  at  6 p.m.  followed 
by  an  excellent  chicken  and  beef  dinner 
served  to  the  37  people  attending.  The 
sole  remaining  charter  members  of  the 


club,  Dorthea  “Molly”  Case,  and  Gene 
Johnson,  were  in  attendance.  Also 
attending  was  long-time  member,  Wes 
Shittig. 

Pencil  and  paper  were  provided,  with 
each  person  drawing  a picture  of  a pig. 
Drawings  completed,  an  amusing 
psychological  analysis  was  made  of  the 
positioning,  content  and  detail  of  each 
person’s  drawing,  explaining  the 
significance. 

President,  Thad  Streeter  then  welcomed 
the  club  members  and  introduced  NOW 
Governor,  Bill  Brandimore,  who 
presented  an  historic  critique  and  slide 
program  on  Wisconsin  banking  in  the 
formation  years  of  our  state.  Door 
prizes,  fruits  of  another  successful  1-day 
show  were  distributed  to  all  attending. 

Fall  Show  for  Cooney 
Numismatic  & Philatelists 

On  October  11th  collectors  had  an 
opportunity  to  enjoy  the  beautiful  fall 
weather  and  to  attend  the  28th  annual 
autumn  show  of  the  Cooney  Numismatic 
Philatelists  Club.  Officers  are: 

Ray  Jonas,  President,  W 362  N 751 1 North  Shore 
Dr.,  Oconomowoc,  Wl  53066 

Edward  Weide,  Vice  President,  38726  McMahn  Rd., 
Oconomowoc,  Wl  53066 

Jack  Juech,  Secretary,  1544  Riverdale  Dr., 
Oconomowoc,  Wl  53066 

Chris  Dama,  Treasurer,  35442  Carriage  Ct., 
Oconomowoc,  Wl  53066 
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Numismatic  Research  Society 


16th  Annual  Coin  Show 


Sunday,  February  21,  1999 
9:00  a.m.  - 5:00  p.m. 


Free  Admission 
Free  Door  Prizes 

(From  Hwy.  US  41,  take  9th  Avenue  Oshkosh  Exit  East. 
Follow  9th  Avenue  to  South  Main  Street,  turn  left  (North), 
cross  the  Fox  River  and  the  Hilton  is  on  the  left). 


ANA’S 

Summer 

Conference 


The  American  Numismatic  Association 
an  educational,  nonprofit  organization,  is 
the  largest  and  most  active  numismatic 
body  in  the  world.  The  ANA  was  founded  in 
1891  and  is  headquartered  in  Colorado 
Springs,  Colorado. 


NOW  President 
Lee  Hartz  Reports 


This  summer,  8 NOW  members  were 
among  300  numismatists  who  attended 
ANA’s  30th  annual  Summer  Conference 
(formerly  “Summer  Seminar").  One  of 
our  members,  Justin  Perrault,  was  the 
recipient  of  one  of  ANA’s  15  Young 
Numismatist  Scholarships  awarded  this 
year. 

NOW  Board  member,  Tom  Casper,  and 
your’s  truly,  were  also  in  attendance. 

The  July  12-1 7th  conference  was  held  on 
the  campus  of  Colorado  College,  just 
across  the  street  from  ANA  headquarters. 
It  was  like  going  back  to  college...  classes 
were  held  in  CC  classrooms  and  we  even 
ate  in  the  Commons  area. 

On  Saturday  and  Sunday,  July  11-12,  the 
Colorado  Springs  Coin  Club  held  their 
annual  show.  Tom  Casper  and  I attended 
the  show  on  Sunday  and  we  found  a couple 
of  items  for  our  collections. 


The  conference  officially  opened  Saturday 
evening  after  supper,  with  the 
introduction  of  various  ANA  dignitaries. 
Classes  started  after  lunch  on  Sunday. 
There  were  30  different  classes  offered. 
Tom  took  the  class  on  Tokens  and  I took 
one  on  U.S.  Obsolete  Bank  Notes.  (Yes, 

I’m  a rag  picker,  just  like  the  Wilsons 
and  Bill  Brandimore). 

Each  evening  3 bull  sessions  were  held, 
which  covered  various  topics  of 
numismatic  interest,  such  as  using  the 
Internet  for  numismatic  purposes. 

Others  included  a short  version  of  the 
week-long  course  on  Odd  & Curious 
Monies  by  MNS  member,  Chuck  Opitz. 

The  ANA  held  their  usual  book  sale  with  a 
15x15’  room  full  of  books.  These  were 
priced  at  $5  for  hard  cover  books  and  $2 
for  soft  covers.  Auction  catalogs  were 
priced  on  a different  scale.  There  were 
literally  thousands  of  items  for  sale. 

Side  trips  were  also  available  (arranged 
and  paid  for  in  advance).  These  included  a 
trip  to  Royal  Gorge,  Cripple  Creek,  and 
best  of  all,  a floor  tour  of  the  U.S.  Mint  in 
Denver. 

Even  with  all  these  activities  going  on,  the 
most  interesting  events  were  the 
happenings  at  the  ANA  itself.  The  newly 
appointed  Executive  Director  had  resigned 
in  early  April,  after  being  on  the  job  less 
than  two  months.  We  no  more  than  got 
there  when  the  ANA’s  Comptroller/Chief 
Financial  Officer,  who  had  also  been  the 
Acting  Executive  Director,  quit.  Lots  of 
speculation  was  going  on  at  this  point. 


ANA  put  out  a press  release  announcing 
that  an  Executive  Committee  of  3 had  been 
appointed. 

During  the  course  of  the  week,  the  YN’s 
had  been  gathering  items  to  be  auctioned 
off  in  the  YN  Auction.  This  auction  was 
planned  and  run  totally  by  the  YN’s, 
although  they  had  an  advisor  to  guide 
them.  The  auctioneer  was  Sonny  Henry,  a 
professional  auctioneer  from  Illinois. 

The  fees  from  the  auction,  as  well  as  the 
total  proceeds  of  donated  lots  went  to  the 
YN  Scholarship  Fund.  This  year’s  auction 
provided  about  $12,500  for  the  fund. 

This  fund  provides  scholarships  for  Young 
Numismatists  to  attend  the  Summer 
Conference,  such  as  Justin  Perrault. 

At  Thursday’s  Graduation  Banquet,  ANA 
President,  Anthony  Swiatek,  announced 
that  Edward  Rochette,  former  ANA 
President  and  former  Executive  Director, 
had  been  appointed  Interim  Executive 
Director.  This  good  news  was  received 
with  thunderous  applause.  Ed  is  well- 
liked  and  well-respected.  He  gave  a short 
talk  about  his  plans  for  running  the  ANA. 
The  members  in  attendance  obviously 
approved  as  they  gave  him  a standing 
ovation. 

After  that,  anything  else  would  have  been 
an  anti-climax.  So  Friday  morning  we 
were  on  our  way  back  home,  arriving  in 
Milwaukee  about  5 pm. 

The  Milwaukee  Numismatic  Society  had  6 
members  in  attendance,  all  on  either  full 
or  partial  scholarships...  Way  to  go  MNS! 


A Summer  to  Remember 
by  Justin  Perrault 

From  the  moment  I received  the  ANA 
Young  Numismatist  Scholarship,  my 
excitement  grew.  I was  going  to  attend  my 
first  ANA  Summer  Seminar.  It  would  be 
an  experience  I had  only  dreamed  about, 
but  had  now  become  a reality.  All  plans 
were  made  well  in  advance.  The  travel 
agent  made  all  my  flight  arrangements  and 
was  very  helpful...  now  all  I had  to  do  was 
wait! 

My  parents  drove  me  to  the  Milwaukee 
airport  on  that  beautiful  July  11th 
Saturday  morning.  Upon  arrival  at  the 
terminal,  I checked  the  monitor  and  found 
flight  227  had  been  canceled.  “Great!"  I 
thought  to  myself.  I proceeded  to  the 
ticket  counter  where  I was  told  they  could 
put  me  on  the  8:00  a.m.  flight  to  St.  Louis. 
The  time  was  7:58  a.m.  as  I rushed  to  the 
concourse  to  catch  the  flight.  Much  to  my 
surprise,  they  held  the  plane  until  I 
arrived. 

I was  now  off!  After  a 2-hour  layover  in 
St.  Louis,  I finally  arrived  in  Colorado 
Springs  and  boarded  a shuttle  to  the  ANA. 
The  fun  was  beginning.  After  meeting  the 
chaperones  and  many  other  YN’s,  I was 
escorted  to  the  dormitories  at  the  Colorado 
College.  I had  2 wonderful  roommates  for 
the  week.  It  was  great  because  we  all  had 
one  fabulous  thing  in  common  — 
NUMISMATICS! 

The  course  I took  during  the  week  was 


Flying  Eagle,  Indian  Head  and  Lincoln 
Cents.  Mr.  Richard  Snow  and  Mr.  Virg 
Marshall  were  the  instructors  and  were 
exceptionally  knowledgeable  on  the 
subject.  It  turned  out  to  be  an  extremely 
enjoyable  class  and  I will  be  able  to  use 
much  of  the  information  I learned  from 
them  as  I continue  to  collect  more  of  these 
popular  coins. 

The  ANA  had  several  wonderful  activities 
planned  for  the  YN’s  throughout  the  week. 
The  highlight  for  me  was  touring  the 
Denver  Mint.  I particularly  enjoyed 
being  allowed  to  walk  directly  onto  the 
minting  floor  as  the  coins  came  out  of  the 
presses.  This  is  something  that  the 
majority  of  the  people  would  never  be 
able  to  experience.  It  is  an  event  which 
will  be  engraved  in  my  memory  forever. 

All  went  well  with  my  return  flight  home. 
My  parents  greeted  me  at  the  airport  only 
to  discover  that  I had  returned  with  much 
more  than  I had  left  with.  Not  only  books 
and  material  objects,  but  also  with  a 
greater  knowledge  of  numismatics.  Thank 
goodness  for  the  invention  of  duffel  bags. 

I’ll  always  remember  the  many  friends  I 
made  throughout  the  week  and  the  stories 
that  were  shared.  Meeting  people  from  all 
around  the  country  and  from  different 
walks  of  life  is  always  fascinating.  I am 
grateful  to  the  ANA  for  having  selected  me 
as  one  of  their  scholarship  recipients. 

Since  my  return  home,  I have  phoned  and 
E-mailed  several  of  the  new  friends  I 
made  while  in  Colorado.  I’m  looking 
forward  to  attending  next  year’s  seminar 


and,  hopefully,  will  be  able  to  see  many  of 
the  friends  I made  this  year.  This  truly 
was  a summer  to  remember! 


Chicago  International 
Coin  Fair 
April  9-11,  1999 

This  is  the  largest  coin  show  in  the  United 
States  devoted  exclusively  to  international 
numismatics.  Now  in  its  24th  year,  the 
Coin  Fair  will  be  held  at  a new  location- 
the  Ramada  O’Hare  Hotel,  6600  N. 
Mannheim  Road,  Rosemont,  IL. 

Public  hours  for  the  100-table  show  will 
be  10  a.m.  to  6 p.m.  Friday  and  Saturday 
and  10  a.m.  to  2 p.m.  Sunday,  April  11th. 
Admission  for  the  entire  show  will  be  $5 
for  adults  and  $1  for  children. 

A Professional  Preview  Day  will  be 
Thursday  from  2-6  p.m.  Admission  for 
non-booth  holders  will  be  $50.  Dealers 
should  contact  Convention  General 
Chairman,  Kevin  Foley,  at  (414)481- 
7287  for  bourse  information. 

Room  reservations  at  the  Ramada  can  be 
made  by  calling  (847)827-5131.  Be 
sure  to  mention  the  Coin  Fair  to  receive  a 
special  room  rate  of  $85/night. 

The  show  will  include  a 3-session  auction 
Friday  evening,  Saturday  afternoon  and 
evening,  held  by  Ponterio  & Associates  of 
San  Diego. 
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The  British  Royal  Mint  announces 
four  new  series  of  coinage  available  for 
world-wide  distribution. 

• In  celebration  of  the  nation’s  first 
appearance  in  the  FIFA  World  Cup  held 
in  France  this  summer,  the  Central 
Bank  of  Jamaica  authorized  the  British 
Royal  Mint  to  strike  commemorative 
coins  in  both  gold  and  silver  Proof. 
Struck  in  extremely  limited  mintages, 
only  500  $100  gold  Proofs  and 
10,000  $25  silver  Proofs  have  been 
approved  for  world-wide  distribution. 
Prices  of  the  1998  Jamaica  World  Cup 
Commemoratives  are:  $459  for  the 
$100  Gold  Proof  and  $54.95  for  the 
$25  Silver  Proof. 

• A second  design  has  been  authorized  for 
the  reverse  of  the  1998  United 
Kingdom  50  pence  coin  to  commemo- 
rate the  50th  anniversary  of  Britain’s 
National  Health  Service.  The  first 
1998  design  was  issued  in  January  to 
mark  Britain’s  entry  into  the  Common 
Market  25  years  ago  as  well  as  its 
Presidency  of  the  European  Union 
during  the  first  6 months  of  1998.  In 
addition  to  cupro-nickel,  the  NHS 


Commemorative  will  be  issued  in  gold 
and  silver  Proof  with  a Piedfort 
version  also  available  in  silver  Proof. 
In  addition  to  being  sold  individually, 
the  Silver  Proof  NHS  coin  will  also  be 
available  with  the  EU  Silver  Proof  in  a 
2-coin  set. 

• Following  the  success  of  the  1996 
Bermuda  Triangle  commemorative  in 
winning  the  “Coin  of  the  Year”  Award, 
the  British  Royal  Mint  now  has 
available  to  collectors  the  1997  series 
of  coins.  Five  denominations  have  been 
struck  for  the  Bermuda  Monetary 
Authority  - 3 in  gold  Proof  and  2 in 
silver  Proof,  all  with  extremely  low 
mintages.  The  1997  dated  coins  are 
the  second  in  a 3-year  series  of  new 
triangular  coins.  There  will  be  3 
different  designs,  one  each  year,  with 
denominations  of  both  the  gold  and 
silver  Proofs  divisible  by  three  -- 
$180,  $60,  $30,  $9  and  $3. 

• To  mark  the  establishment  of  the 
Cayman  Islands  Monetary  Authority, 
the  British  Royal  Mint  is 
commissioned  to  strike  a 1997  dated 
silver  Proof  crown.  The  coin  has  a 
denomination  of  $2  and  is  issued  in 
extremely  low  mintage  with  only 
5,000  silver  Proofs  approved  for 
world-wide  distribution. 

For  orders  and  inquiries,  call  the  British 

Royal  Mint  at  1-800-221-1215. 
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Royal  Canadian  Mint  Launches 
One-Ounce  Gold  Wafer 

The  Royal  Canadian  Mint  serves  the  needs 
of  its  customers  with  a variety  of 
innovative  products.  The  RCM  has 
introduced  a 24-karat  1 ounce  Gold  Wafer 
which  provides  investors  with  a new 
investment  vehicle  made  of  the  same 
high-purity  gold  as  their  famous  Gold 
Maple  Leaf  bullion  investment  coins.  The 
One-Ounce  Gold  Wafer  is  available 
through  the  mint’s  North  American 
network  of  bullion  dealers  and 
distributors  at  a cost  based  on  the  price  of 
gold  on  the  open  market,  plus  a small 
premium.  The  wafers  are  offered 
individually  in  a blister  pack. 
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American  Eagle  Sales  Pass 
One-Mllllon-Ounce  Mark  for 
Fiscal  Year  1998 

Record  Sales  Pegged  to  Low  Gold  Price 

Sales  of  Gold  American  Eagle  Bullion  Coins 
crossed  the  1 -million-ounce  mark  for 
fiscal  year  1998,  according  to  the  U.S. 
Mint.  This  is  the  first  time  that  the  Mint 
has  sold  1 million  ounces  of  gold  in  less 
than  12  months  since  the  program  began 
in  fiscal  year  1987. 

As  of  August  5th,  the  Mint  sold 

1 .025.000  ounces  of  gold  compared  to 
485,250  ounces  during  the  same  period 
last  year,  an  increase  of  110%. 

Mint  Director,  Philip  Diehl,  said  that 
investors  were  buying  the  Eagle  because 
of  its  inherent  value  and  the  U.S. 
government-backed  guarantee  of  its 
weight  and  content.  ‘With  gold  prices 
near  an  18-year  low  and  Eagle  demand  at 
an  all-time  high,  investors  are  obviously 
taking  a second  look  at  gold  bullion.” 

Diehl  noted  that  while  the  Mint’s  sales  of 
gold  bullion  coins  have  been  averaging 
between  300,000  to  350,000  ounces  per 
year,  demand  for  the  American  Eagle 
picked  up  when  the  price  of  gold  fell  to 
$300  per  ounce. 

The  Gold  American  Eagle  Bullion  Coins 
were  designed  to  provide  an  alternative  to 
foreign-produced  gold  coins.  Since  their 
introduction  in  October,  1986, 

8.084.000  ounces  have  been  sold.  By 
law,  all  gold  for  the  Eagles  must  be  mined 
in  the  United  States. 


Become  a 
National  Money 
Show  Convention 
Patron 

The  California  Gold  Rush  that  began  150 
years  ago  returns  next  spring  (March 
12-14)  with  the  ANA  National  Money 
Show  in  Sacramento. 

This  capital  of  the  Gold  State  has 
something  for  everyone,  especially 
numismatists.  During  the  National  Money 
Show,  Sacramento  will  boast  an 
outstanding  bourse,  featuring  the  best 
numismatics  has  to  offer.  The  ANA 
convention  will  be  even  more  memorable 
with  the  exceptional  education  programs, 
exhibits  and  specialty  meetings  being 
planned. 

However,  the  many  non-bourse  activities 
do  not  come  without  a cost,  and  the  ANA 
needs  your  financial  support  to  make  it 
all  happen,  so  you  are  invited  to  become  a 
National  Money  Show  Convention  Patron. 
Your  contribution  of  $25  or  more  will 
help  ensure  a history-making  convention 
for  one  and  all  in  this  heart  of  the  gold 
rush  territory. 

To  ensure  proper  recognition  in  the 
official  convention  program,  your 
donation  needs  to  be  received  no  later  than 
January  29,  1999.  Patrons  contributing 
$100  or  more  will  also  have  their  names 
featured  on  signage  at  the  entrance  to  the 
convention.  Convention  Patron 


contribution  categories  are:  Platinum 
$500  and  above,  Gold  $250-$499; 
Silver  $100-$249;  Nickel  $50-$99 
and  Copper  $25-$49. 

The  1999  ANA  National  Money  Show  is 
closer  than  you  think,  so  don’t  delay. 

Send  ANA  your  tax-deductible  donation  to: 

1999  National  Money  Show 
818  North  Cascade  Avenue 
Colorado  Springs,  CO  80903-3279. 
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$50  National  Currency  Featured  on 
Souvenir  Card  offered  by  Bureau  of 
Engraving  and  Printing  at  the 
August  ANA  Show 

This  year’s  theme  “From  Sea  to  Shining 
Sea”  represents  notes  of  the  National 
Currency  series  from  a variety  of 
chartered  banks  and  the  12  Federal 
Reserve  Banks.  The  subject  of  this  card 
is  a $50  National  Currency  face,  Third 
Charter  Period  issued  by  the  Lumbermens 
National  Bank  of  Portland  in  Oregon, 
Charter  number  9180. 

Banknotes  issued  by  a chartered  bank 
carried  the  bank  name  and  bank  officials 
signature  lines  on  the  face.  The  backs  of 
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the  notes  of  the  First  Charter  period  had 
no  indication  of  the  particular  bank,  but 
did  have  the  seal  (or  Coat  of  Arms)  of  the 
state  in  which  that  particular  bank 
operated. 

The  Congressional  Act  of  April  12,  1902 
created  the  Third  Charter  Period.  Large 
size  notes  of  the  Third  Charter  Period 
were  issued  from  1902  to  1929. 
Lumbermens  Bank  issued  $50  National 
currency  notes  from  its  charter  in  July 
of  1908  until  November  of  1917  when 
the  bank  consolidated  with  the  United 
States  National  Bank  of  Portland.  There 
were  only  a total  of  2000  $50  National 
Currency  Notes  issued  by  Lumbermens. 

The  $50  National  Currency  Note,  Series 
of  1902  (National  Currency  Die  #4652) 
was  issued  from  1908  until  1926.  The 
portrait  of  John  Sherman  (Senator  from 
Ohio;  Secretary  of  State;  and  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury)  was  engraved  on  the 
National  Currency  die  in  1902  by  G.F.C. 
Smillie.  Other  engravers  included  E.M. 
Hall,  G.U.  Rose,  Jr.,  R.  Ponickau,  L.F. 

Ellis  and  M.W.  Baldwin. 

You  may  order  either  ANA  #98016  Mint 
Souvenir  Card  for  $6.50  or  canceled 
cards  ANA  #98017  US  Postal  Service 
(POC)  Canceled  Souvenir  Card  for  $6.80 
from  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  & Printing 
(202)  874-3315. 


The  American  Numismatic  Association  has 
recently  introduced  a new  and  improved 
insurance  plan. 

Coin  collectors  invest  valuable  time  and 
money  researching,  assembling  and 
enjoying  their  collections.  You’ve 
probably  heard  stories  about  how 
collections  have  been  stolen,  destroyed  or 
lost,  but  for  some  collectors,  that’s  not 
the  worst  part.  Many  are  shocked  to 
discover  their  homeowner’s  insurance 
won’t  pay  more  than  $250  for  a 
collection  even  if  the  market  value  might 
be  over  $3,000. 

ANA’s  new  “All  Risk  Plan”  is  available  to 
their  members  at  an  economical  cost 
because  of  the  great  number  of  members 
enrolled.  Rates  are  500  a year  per  $100 
of  value  for  collections  kept  in  a bank 
vault  or  safety  deposit  box  or  $1  per  year 
per  $100  of  value  for  collections  not 
kept  in  a bank  vault  or  safety  deposit 
box.  For  more  information,  contact  ANA 
Insurance  Plan  1-800-503-9230. 
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Antiques, 
Collectibles  & 
Memorabilia 


Krause  Publications,  the  world’s  largest 
publisher  of  hobby  books  and  periodicals, 
has  launched  a new  auction  Web  site 
geared  toward  collectors  of  all  types  of 
antiques,  collectibles  and  memorabilia. 

The  auction  site,  located  at 
http://www.collectit.net  was  officially 
launched  November  1st  and  functions  as 
many  other  sites  do,  but  also  contains 
features  and  functions  users  won’t  find  at 
other  auction  sites.  Like  other  sites, 
collectit.net’s  prospective  buyers  can  log 
on,  peruse  auction  listings,  and  make 
bids.  The  auctions  are  live,  interactive 
and  ongoing.  The  site  is  updated  in  real 
time  so  bidders  can  follow  each  auction, 
and  participants  can  search  the  histories 
of  sellers  before  bidding.  If  they  buy  an 
item,  bidders  contact  a seller  directly  to 
finalize  details. 

Several  features  incorporated  into 
Krause’s  auction  site  makes  it  unique 
among  on-line  auction  services  and  aids 
bidders  and  sellers,  however.  For 


bidders,  unique  features  include  a 
bidder’s  passport  allowing  single  sign-on 
and  quick  navigation  through  the  site,  and 
a multi-bid  feature  allows  bids  to  be 
place  on  multiple  items  from  a single 
screen.  For  sellers,  unique  features 
include  automatic  extensions  of  auctions  if 
bids  come  in  strong  and  go  high,  quick  and 
user-friendly  uploading  of  graphics  and 
descriptions  for  those  offering  one  or 
multiple  items,  and  no  listing  fee  (a 
commission  is  charged  only  if  a winning 
bid  is  received). 

Collectit.net  uses  the  advanced  OpenSite 
Auction  software  from  OpenSite 
Technologies  Inc.  in  Research  Triangle 
Park,  NC  to  make  these  procedures 
possible. 

Collectit.net  continues  Krause 
Publications’  tradition  of  bringing 
together  buyers  and  sellers  of 
collectibles,"  said  Executive  V.P.  Roger 
Case.  “The  same  principles  that  made 
Krause’s  printed  products  the  leaders  in 
their  respective  fields  will  now  be 
extended  to  the  electronic  world  through 
the  collectit.net  auction  service.  This 
tradition  and  the  many  exclusive  features 
of  the  auction  software  will  make 
collectit.net  unique  among  on-line  auction 
services  while  we  continue  to  serve  our 
large  traditional  markets  through  the 
printed  word.” 

Also  located  at  the  site  is  a large  classified 
advertising  site  linked  to  most  of  Krause’s 
36  periodicals,  which  cover  such  fields  as 
antiques,  limited-edition  collectibles, 
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coins  and  paper  money,  toys,  comics, 
music,  sports  cards  and  memorabilia, 
stamps,  collector  cards,  firearms  and 
knives.  The  company  also  publishes 
magazines  and  books  for  crafting  and 
sewing  hobbyists,  and  hunting  and  fishing 
enthusiasts. 

Collectit.net  is  separate  from  Krause 
Publications’  corporate  site  --  located  at 
http://www.krause.com  --  but  is  linked 
to  the  corporate  site  for  easy  access. 

“This  is  the  beginning,  not  the  end,  of 
where  Krause  Publications  is  going  on  the 
Internet,”  Case  said.  “We’re  looking  at 
continuing  to  expand  our  services  to 
hobbyists  in  a variety  of  ways,  and  it  will 
be  exciting  for  enthusiasts  to  watch  our 
services  grow.  The  larger  collectit.net 
becomes,  the  more  it  will  establish  itself 
as  the  place  on  the  Internet  to  buy  and 
sell  collectibles  and  hobby  items. 

5th  Annual  Chicago 
Paper  Money  Expo 
February  19-21,  1999 

Ramada  O’Hare  Hotel 
6600  N.  Mannheim  Road 
Rosemont,  IL 

Friday  & Saturday  10  a.m.  to  6 p.m.  and 
Sunday  10  a.m.  to  1 p.m. 

Admission  (entire  show)  $5  adults,  $1  children 

Professional  Preview  Day  2-6  pm  Thursday,  Feb.  18th. 
($25  for  non-booth  holders). 


Check  out  Krause  Publications’  new 
“1999  North  American  Coins  & Prices." 
This  new  554-page  8th  edition  is  the  only 
source  for  current  prices  on  U.S., 
Canadian  and  Mexican  coins,  featuring 
Colonial  issues,  issues  of  1792, 
commemoratives,  American  Eagle  bullion 
coins,  minting  varieties  and  errors, 
Canadian  coins  since  1858  and  Mexican 
coins  since  1701.  ($16.95) 

Confederate  States  Paper  Money  is 

also  available  from  Krause  Publications 
in  a new,  updated  9th  edition.  This  248- 
page  book  is  a price  guide,  important 
historical  reference  and  more,  featuring 
up-to-date  pricing  for  hundreds  of  notes 
in  up  to  6 grades  of  condition  as  well  as 
details  of  the  financial  history  of  paper 
money  and  in-depth  information  on 
engravers  and  printers.  Notes  are  listed 
by  types  and  major  varieties.  ($19.95) 

To  order  either  of  these  publications  from 
Krause  Publications,  call  1-800-258- 
0929  or  they  can  be  viewed  by  visiting 
www.krause.com  on  the  Internet. 
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coins? 
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‘Detecting  Counterfeit 
{Paper  {Money 


by  Dave  Hunsicker 
WNWA  (Life  Member 


Porter  Detector 


#35) 


In  the  years  1793  to  1861,  there  were 
thousands  of  State  Bank  Notes  issued 
throughout  the  country.  The  United  States 
was  a young  country  at  this  time  and  was 
beginning  to  grow  and  prosper.  There  was 
a lack  of  money  in  circulation  to  meet  the 
demands  of  commerce. 

As  a result,  many  states  granted  charters 
to  private  banks  and  allowed  them  to  print 
and  circulate  their  own  currency. 

Because  there  were  thousands  of  bank 
notes  circulating  all  over  the  United 
States,  it  was  very  hard  to  determine  real 
banknotes  from  counterfeit  notes. 
Counterfeiters  had  a “field  day”. 

The  United  States  found  itself  in  need  of 
money  soon  after  the  Civil  War  began  to 
finance  the  war  effort.  In  1861,  the 
Congress  authorized  the  Treasury 
Department  to  print  and  issue  Legal 
Tender  paper  money  which  was  known  as 
“Demand  Notes”.  Hopefully,  this  would 
also  control  the  ease  of  counterfeiting 
paper  money. 


Even  though  counterfeiting  United 
States  paper  money  is  a serious 
offense,  people  continued  to  defy  the 
system.  In  order  to  publicize  the 
serious  nature  of  counterfeiting,  a 
clause  first  appeared  on  National 
banknotes  of  the  First  Charter  period  as 
follows...  “ Counterfeiting  or  altering  this 
note,  or  passing  any  counterfeit  or 
alteration  of  it,  or  having  in  possession 
any  false  or  counterfeit  plate  or 
impression  of  it,  or  any  paper  made  in 
imitation  of  the  paper  on  which  it  is 
printed,  is  felony,  and  is  punishable  by 
$1,000  fine  or  15  years  imprisonment 
at  hard  labor  or  both.” 
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Despite  the  serious  nature  of 
counterfeiting,  people  still  thought  they 
could  beat  the  government.  An  early 
attempt  to  help  with  counterfeit  detection 
came  in  1864  in  the  form  of  “Heath’s 
Counterfeit  Detector".  Laban  Heath 
believed  that  the  counterfeiters  would  be 
put  out  of  business  with  the  issuance  of 
his  “Detector”.  This  became  a delusion 
when  there  appeared  counterfeit 
“Greenbacks”,  the  Demand  notes  of 
1861,  so  nicely  executed  that  they  were 
passed  over  the  counter  of  leading  banks 
as  genuine  notes  and,  in  fact,  to  a great 
extent  over  the  entire  country. 

To  improve  his  detector,  Laban  Heath  was 
granted  permission  from  the  U.S. 

Treasury  and  leading  banknote  engraving 
companies  to  obtain  certain  cuts  and  dies 
used  on  the  “Greenbacks”  and  other 
national  bills.  As  a result,  the  new  second 
edition  contained  many  facsimile  cuts, 
vignettes  and  dies  from  nearly  all  the 
government  issues,  thus  placing  in  the 
hands  of  all,  the  means  of  detecting  the 
most  skillfully  prepared  counterfeits  that 
can  be  executed. 

The  “Detector,”  which  was  to  become  a 
standard  guide  for  counterfeit  detection, 
was  to  help  bankers,  brokers,  cashiers 
and  others  to  prevent  losses  due  to 
counterfeit  currency.  This  was  done  by 
alerting  clerks  to  look  closely  at  and 
compare  currency  to  the  cuts,  dies  and 
engravings  shown  in  the  detector.  Also, 
the  network  of  fine  lines  of  the  geometric 
lathe  work  of  circles,  ovals  etc.  were  key 
areas  to  look  at. 


In  later  years,  Captain  Porter  of  the  U.S. 
Secret  Service  developed  his  device  called 
the  “Porter  Counterfeit  Detector”.  It’s 
not  exactly  known  when  his  device  was 
developed,  however,  it  appears  to  be  of 
the  19th  Century  era,  approximately 
1870  to  1890. 

The  Porter  Detector  consisted  of  a 
mahogany  box  with  a diamond-cut  French 
glass  plate.  The  plate  is  similar  to  graph 
paper  with  the  alphanumeric  coordinates. 
Under  one  part  of  the  plate  was  placed  a 
known  genuine  piece  of  currency  and 
under  the  other  part  of  the  glass,  the 
spurious  or  suspect  note  was  placed.  By 
manipulating  brass  knobs,  the  relative 
position  of  portraits  and  design  features 
could  be  compared.  Position  of  design 
features  alone  doesn’t  detect  a counterfeit 
note.  Feel  of  the  paper  and  sharpness  of 
design  are  the  key  areas  to  look  at.  The 
Porter  Detector  did  not  turn  out  to  be 
very  effective. 

The  counterfeit  clause  was  last  seen  on  the 
Legal  Tender  issues  of  the  1917  series 
and  had  the  same  wording  as  the  First 
Charter  Notes  except  the  fine  was  raised 
from  $1,000  to  $5,000. 

With  the  recent  release  of  the  newly- 
designed  $20  Federal  Reserve  Notes  and 
the  earlier  new  $50  and  $100  bills,  it  is 
evident  that  the  government  is  still 
concerned  about  counterfeiting. 

References:  “Paper  Money  of  the  United  States”  by 
Robert  Friedberg,  “The  Comprehensive  Catalog  of 
U.S.  Paper  Money”  by  Gene  Hessler. 
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Sculpture  by  Buffalo 
Nickel  Designer  to  be 
Honored  on  Medal 
“The  Pioneers” 


Coin  clubs 
rarely  put 
out  nice 
medals, 
however, 
the  Chicago 
Coin  Club 
will  make 

one  available  to  commemorate  their  80th 
anniversary  featuring  a sculpture  by 
James  Earle  Fraser,  the  designer  of  the 
Indian  head  or  buffalo  nickel. 

The  sculpture  called  “The  Pioneers"  is 
found  on  the  northwest  pylon  of  the 
Michigan  Avenue  Bridge,  near  the 
Wrigley  Building  in  downtown  Chicago. 

The  medal  will  be  die-struck  in  bronze, 
sterling  silver  and  10  kt.  gold.  Its  size 
will  be  approximately  2.625”  x 3.5”  x 
.188”  and  irregular  shape  qualifies  it  to 
be  called  a “plaquette".  The  obverse  will 
be  a reduced  replica  of  the  monumental 
sculpture  and  the  reverse  will  feature  the 
inscription  “ Commemorating  the 
Eightieth  Anniversary  of  the  Chicago  Coin 
Club,  1919-1990,  the  Pioneers,  A 
Sculpture  by  James  Earle  Fraser, 
Michigan  Avenue  Bridge,  Chicago, 

Illinois".  The  serial  number  will  be 
placed  below  the  inscription. 


“The  Pioneers” 
was  dedicated  in 
1928,  and  beneath 
it  is  the  inscription 
uJohn  Kinzie,  Fur 
Trader,  settled 
near  this  spot;  in 
the  early  years  of  the  19th  Century,  one 
of  a band  of  courageous  pioneers  who  with 
their  lives  at  stake  struggled  through  the 
wilderness  breaking  soil  for  the  seeds  of  a 
future  civilization.  ” 

Fraser  also  designed  a complementary 
sculpture,  “The  Discovers"  for  the 
northeast  pylon  of  the  Michigan  Avenue 
Bridge  over  the  Chicago  River.  Chicago 
chewing  gum  tycoon,  William  Wrigley, 

Jr.  raised  $100,000  to  beautify 
Michigan  Avenue’s  public  works  and  was 
the  benefactor  for  both  monuments. 

The  sculptor  was  a talented  and  prolific 
artist  who  was  active  from  the  turn  of  the 
century  until  his  death  in  1953.  His  two 
most  famous  works  are  the  buffalo  nickel, 
struck  in  1913  to  1938  and  “The  End  of 
the  Trail"  sculpture  showing  a weary 
American  Indian  resting  on  his  horse. 


Editor’s  Comment:  ‘The  End 
of  the  Trail”  was  only  a 
block  from  my  Waupun  home 
and,  as  a child,  I spent  many 
fun-filled  hours  playing 
around  this  wonderful 
Fraser  statue. 
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Fraser  also  produced  numerous  public 
monuments  and  large  statues  of 
presidents,  statesmen,  pioneers  and 
American  indians. 

Pre-orders  of  this  medal  are  being  taken 
through  December  31,  1998  and  medals 
will  be  available  April  9-11,  1999  at 
the  Chicago  International  Coin  Fair. 

Bronze  medals  are  priced  at  $30  ($35 
after  December  31st).  Sterling  silver 
pieces  are  priced  at  $150  and  gold  at 
$2,500.  Orders  to  be  shipped  must 
include  $5  each  for  bronze  and  silver; 

$15  to  ship  and  insure  the  gold. 

The  number  of  silver  and  gold  pieces 
struck  will  be  equal  to  those  pre-ordered. 
Bronze  mintage  will  be  a minimum  of 
100,  or  a small  number  over  the  number 
pre-ordered,  whichever  figure  is  larger. 
Each  individual  medal  will  be  housed  in  a 
gold  foil  imprinted  black  box  with  cotton 
stuffing  and  a printed  history  of  the  medal 
and  sculpture  on  acid-free  paper. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  mintage,  the 
club  is  offering  an  unusual  “process  set”. 
This  is  a series  of  9 pieces,  displaying  the 
results  of  the  minting  process.  The  first 
piece  is  the  blank,  unstruck  planchet. 

The  next  6 pieces  show  the  medals  at  each 
stage  as  they  are  repeatedly  struck  to 
bring  out  the  very  high  relief.  The  8th 
piece  is  fully  struck  and  has  the  trim 
removed.  The  final  piece  is  a completely 
finished,  oxidized  and  serially  numbered 
medal.  These  9-piece  sets  in  bronze  are 
available  on  pre-order  only  for  $250, 
plus  $12  shipping.  Packaging  for  the 


process  set  is  undetermined  at  this  time. 

The  Chicago  Coin  Club  was  organized  in 
1912  and  will  be  hosting  the  ANA  108th 
Anniversary  Convention  August  11-15, 
1999.  For  more  information  about  the 
medals,  contact  David  Simpson  708- 
387-7943  or  Carl  Wolf  773-878- 
8979. 


A Visit  to  Siren, 
Wisconsin 

by  Gene  Johnson 

After  many  years,  and  much 
procrastinating,  on  August  1st  we  finally 
were  able  to  get  up  to  Siren,  Wisconsin 
for  their  annual  coin  show  sponsored  by 
the  Fishbowl  Wooden  Nickel  Coin  Club. 

This  was  their  32nd  annual  convention, 
an  enviable  record  for  any  coin  club,  and  I 
was  ashamed  it  was  my  first  visit. 

It’s  always  a pleasure  to  meet  new  hobby 
friends,  and  much  to  my  surprise,  shook 
hands  with  some  long-time  NOW  members 
- Kenneth  Kwallek,  Glenna  Hauger  and 
Gary  Schauls  come  to  mind. 

The  club  still  retains  nearly  all  of  its 
charter  members  and  puts  on  a nice  little 
12-dealer  show  that  fell  on 
“ Siren  Days”  when  the  town 
was  flooded  with  people. 

continued... 
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A Visit  to  Siren  continued... 

I brought  along  a shoebox  full 
of  wood  coins,  which  attracted 
some  attention.  There  are  wood 
coin  collectors  in  that  areal 


We  stopped  at  the  “Art  in  the  Park” 
on  our  way  to  the  show  and  this,  along 
with  the  area  filled  with  pristine  lakes, 
was  the  highlight  of  the  trip  for  Irene. 

As  with  most  small  coin  clubs,  the 
friendliness  was  real  and  found 
everywhere.  We  enjoyed  a nice  lunch  in 
the  Community  Center  and  although  our 
time  on  the  floor  was  limited  due  to  the 


long  ride  home  to  Wisconsin  Rapids,  we 
had  a pleasant  time  due  to  the  hospitality 
of  those  nice  collector  friends. 


Club  officers  are: 


President 
Vice  President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 


Bill  Bittner 
Carl  Agerbeck 
Glenna  Hauger 
J.J.  Hauger 


Next  trip  up  we’ll  be  smarter.  Thinking 
Siren  was  too  small  to  have  nice  motels, 
We  spent  the  night  in  a hotel  at  Spooner, 
25  miles  away,  only  to  find  lovely  motels 
available  in  Siren.  The  530  mile  round- 
trip  was  worth  the  effort! 


SITF-U  Statk.v  7J,,  S Vj  , 

,,QSnFI><‘  JT„  r„,  r/// 


J/o/u/Z/Aw  Y'r/s/MW. 


UNITED  STATES 


WANTED 

Any  Wisconsin  Nationals 


C.  Keith  Edison 

P.O.  Box  845 

Independence,  Wisconsin  54747-0845 
(715)985-3615  FAX  (715)985-5225 
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Coin  Club  Information 

(please  print  or  type) 

Coin  Club  Name: 

c/o  Name 

Address: 

City /State: 

zip 

Club  Meetings: 

When: 

Where: 

Address: 

City: 

Time: 

p.m. 

Current  Officers: 

President: 

Vice  President: 

Secretary:  

Treasurer:  _ 

Completed  by:  

Address:  - 

City /State/Zip  

Phone:  Date: 

Return  to 

Numismatists  of  Wisconsin 
P.O.  Box  155 
Mazomanie,  WI  53560 
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Coin  Show  Information 


Show  Information  for  Coin  Club 

[ ] We  are  planning  a show.  Information  will  be  sent  to  NOW  later. 

[ ] No  show  is  currently  being  planned. 

Coin  Show  Date(s)  — 1999 

Starting  time:  a.m.  Ending  time:  p.m. 

Location: 

(hotel /convention  site)  

Street:  

City: State:  

Table  Costs:  $ Number  of  Tables 

General  Show  Chairman  Bourse  Chairman  Exhibit  Chairman 

(name /address /phone)  (name/address/phone)  (name/address/phone) 


Phone:  Phone:  

Return  to 

Numismatists  of  Wisconsin 

P.O.  Box  155 

Mazomanie,  Wl  53560 


Phone: 

Completed  by:  _ 
Address 

Phone:  ( 
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Join  NOW 

Membership  Application 


No.  Date 

Name 

Business  Name 

Address 

City State Zip 

1""I  Regular  Membership  - $5 

I am  applying  for  membership  for  the  first 
time. 

O Reinstate  Membership  - $5 

I would  like  to  reinstate  my  NOW 
membership.  My  original  number  was 

0 Coin  Club  Membership  - $5 

My  Club  would  like  to  join  or  reinstate 
membership  in  NOW. 

Coin  Club 

Address 

Q Life  membership  - $100 

Numismatic  Organizations 

1 currently  hold  membership  in  the  following 
numismatic  organizations: 

Send  Application  and  $5  dues  to: 

NOW  Secretary/Treasurer 

P.O.  Box  155 
Mazomanie,  WI  53560 


Advertising 


Rates 

Single  Issue 

4/Year 

Business  card 

$6. 

$20 

1/4  page 

10 

35 

1/2  page 

18 

60 

Full  page 

30 

100 

Contracts 

Available  for  4 issues  per  year  on  a first- 
come  basis.  If  new  copy  has  not  been 
submitted  by  the  deadline,  the  previous  ad 
will  be  repeated. 

Deadline  - Ads  must  be  received  as  follows: 
February  1st  for  the  March  issue;  May  1st 
for  the  June  issue;  August  1st  for  the 
September  issue  and  November  1st  for  the 
December  issue. 

Mechanical  Requirements 
Full  page,  7-3/4”  x 6-1/4”;  half  page  may 
be  vertical  or  horizontal.  Single  column 
width  3”.  All  rates  are  for  camera  ready 
copy.  Advertisements  submitted  not  camera 
ready  will  be  charged  an  additional  $5  for  a 
1/4  page  ad  and  $10  for  1/2  and  1-page  ads. 

Restrictions 

No  mail  bid  sale  listings,  no  ads  offering 
layaways  and  no  ads  from  minors  will  be 
accepted.  Ads  must  have  numismatic 
significance.  The  editor  reserves  the  right 
to  reject  any  advertising. 

Ads  and  checks  should  be  sent  to: 

Ruth  Ann  Phillips 
Numismatists  of  Wisconsin 
3329  Wells  Avenue 
Madison,  WI  53714 
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When  You  Think 


NU-MIS  MAT  ICS 


THINK 

KRAUSE 

PUBLICATIONS 


700  East  State  Street 
Iola,  WI  54990 

Phone  715-445-2214 
FAX  715-445-4087 
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(715)  445-3468 

Roland  W.  Finner 

P.O.  Box  296 
lola,  Wl  54945 

- Member  - 

ANA,  CNA,  PN  & AS,  SCCS, 
CSNS,  NOW,  MOON,  WCC 


Wisconsin  National  Currency  Wanted 


C.  Keith  Edison 


AVENUE  COINS  & JEWELRY 


BRILLIANT 
303  E.  College  Ave. 


INVESTMENTS 


1-800-783-2646 
Appleton,  WI  54911  414-731-47340 

FAX  (414)730-9173 

Robert  Worachek 

Diamonds  • Fine  Jewelry  • Rare  Coins 
Appraisals  • Custom  Goldsmithing  • Estate  Jewelry 


Collector  needs  Keg  and  Case 
Tokens 

I pay  well  for  these  elusive  mid-west 
items.  Need  Emerald,  Fox  Lake,  Janesville, 
Monroe,  and  many  others,  IL,  Wl,  MN,  IA. 
($50  minimum  for  ones  needed) 

Mike  O'Brien 

215  Meadowlark,  Sandwich,  IL  60548 
(815-498-9898,  FAX  815-498-1002 


rvO  fi,. 


PsP 


WANTED 

Paying  Top  Prices 

Tokens 

Aluminum  or  Brass  Tokens,  "Chips"  from  Bars, 
Pool  Halls,  Dairies,  Gen'l  Stores,  etc. 

Send  Descriptions  for  Cash  Offer 

John  Brathovde  21 1 Packer  Avenue 
(715)824-3814  Amherst,  Wl  54406 


This  could  be  YOUR  Ad! 


Ad  Rates 

Single 

4/Year 

Business  Card 

$6 

$20 

1 /4  page 

10 

35 

1/2  page 

18 

60 

1 page 

30 

100 

Make  checks  payable  to  Numismatists  of  Wisconsin 
Send  to  Ruth  Phillips,  3329  Wells  Ave.,  Madison, 
WI  53714. 
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President: 

Vice  President: 
Secretary/Treasurer: 
NOW  News  Editor: 

Past  President: 

Historians: 


Advertising  and 
Mailing  Coordinator: 


Lee  Hartz 
Bill  Brandimore 
Ron  Calkins 
Phyllis  Calkins 
Rollie  Finner 

Dick  Anderson 
Gene  Johnson 


RuthAnn  Phillips 


Board  of  Governors 


1996-1998 
Fred  Borgmann 
James  Jach 
Randy  Miller 
Michael  Tramte 


1997-1999 
Tom  Casper 
Kevin  Doyle 
Richard  Meyer 
Thad  Streeter 


199S-2QOQ 
Richard  Anderson 
Mike  Schiller 
Robert  VanRyzin 
Ron  Calkins 


Who  To  Contact 

Contact 

Memhershin  

Ron  Calkins 

Member  applications 

Secretary /Treasurer 

Address  changes 

P.O.  Box  155 

Dues  payments,  Membership  cards 
Failure  to  receive  NOW  News 

Mazomanie,  WI  53560 

now  Newg  Editor  

Phyllis  Calkins 

Coin  Show  calendar  listings 

NOW  News  Editor 

Club  News 

P.O.  Box  155 

Articles,  Letters  to  the  Editor,  Advertising 
Future  NOW  Convention  Bids 

Mazomanie,  WI  53560 

Advertising 

Ruth  Ann  Phillips 
3329  Wells  Avenue 
Madison,  WI  53714 
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SHOW 

CALENDAR 


Show  Chairmen,  please  send  information  on  your  upcoming  coin 
shows  to  Phyllis  Calkins,  NOW  News  Editor,  P.O.  Box  155, 
Mazomanie,  WI  53560.  Include  name  of  show,  location  of  show,  dates 
and  times,  and  Show  Chairman’s  name,  address  & phone  niimhw 


January  24,  1999  - Green  Bay 

Nicolet  Coin  Club  Annual  Spring  Show  at 
Comfort  Suites/  Rock  Garden,  1951  Bond  Street, 
Green  Bay.  Chm.  Roger  Bohn,  1345  Ponderosa 
Avenue,  Green  Bay,  WI  54313.  (920)  499-7035. 

February  7,  1999  - Rockford,  IL 

85th  Semi-Annual  Coin  Show  at  the  Holiday  Inn 
Hoffman  House,  7500  E.  State  Street,  Rockford,  IL. 
Hours:  9 am.  - 4 pm..  Bourse  Chm.  Ralph  Winquist, 
1004  C St.  Rockford,  IL  60017.  Ph:  (815)  963-0396. 

February  14,  1999  - Rochester,  MN 

Southern  Minnesota  Coin  & Stamp  Show  sponsored 
by  the  Rochester  Area  Coin  Club.  Radisson  Plaza 
Hotel,  150  S.  Broadway.  Jerry  Swanson,  Box  565, 
Rochester,  MN  55903.  Ph:  (507)  289-5099. 

February  19-21,  1999  - Chicago 
Chicago  Paper  Money  Expo  at  the  Ramada  O’ Hare 
Hotel,  6600  N.  Mannheim  Rd.,  Rosemont,  IL.  10  am 
to  6 pm  Fri.  & Sat.  and  10  am-1  pm  Sunday.  (Feb.  18 
Professional  Preview  Day). 

February  21,  1999  - Oshkosh 

Numismatic  Research  Society’s  16th  Annual  Coin 
Show  at  new  location  Oshkosh  Hilton,  1 North  Main 
St.,  Oshkosh,  WI.  Hours:  9:00  a.m.-5:00  p.m. 

February  28,  1999  - Racine 

Racine  Numismatic  Society’s  61st  Annual  Coin  & 
Collectible  Show  at  South  Hills  Country  Club,  3047 
Hwy.  94-Frontage  Rd.,  Franksville,  WI  53126 
Bourse  Chm.  Jerome  Binsfeld,  Box  191,  Pleasant 
Prairie,  WI  53158.  Ph.  (414)  654-6272  (h)  or  (414) 
843-2321  (bus). 

March  21,  1999  - Waukesha 

Waukesha  Coin  Show  at  Waukesha  Elks  Lodge,  2301 
Springdale  Rd.,  Waukesha.  9 am -5  pm.  Tom  Snyder, 
Chm.  (414)542-5990  (bus)  or  (414)476-8128  (home) 


March  28,  1999  - NOW 

Numismatists  of  Wisconsin  hosted  by  Madison  Coin 
Club,  Turner  Hall,  3001  S.  Stoughton  Rd.,  Madison. 
Bourse  Chm.  Kevin  Doyle  (608)  764-5527. 

March  28,  1999  - Appleton 

Fox  Valley  Coin  Club’s  44th  Annual  Spring  Show 
9-4  pm  at  Holiday  Inn,  Hwy.  41  & W.  College  Ave., 
Appleton,  WI.  Show  Chm.  Jim  Bayer,  P.O.  1981, 
Appleton,  WI  54913  (920)739-1089. 

April  8-10,  1999  - Milwaukee 

South  Shore  Coin  Club  Show  at  Grand  Milwaukee 
Hotel,  4747  S.  Howell  Avenue,  Milwaukee.  Walter 
Weis,  3250  S.  15th  Place,  Milwaukee,  WI 

April  9-11,  1999  - Chicago 
Chicago  International  Coin  Fair  at  the  Ramada  O’ Hare 
Hotel,  6600  N.  Mannheim  Rd.,  Rosemont,  IL.  Hours: 
10  am-6  pm  Fri.  & Sat.  and  10  am- 2 pm  Sunday  (April 
8 is  Professional  Preview  Day  ). 

April  18,  1999  - Wise.  Valley  Coin  Club 
Annual  Show,  Midway  Hotel,  Wausau. 

April  23-25,  1999  - Milwaukee 

Central  States  Spring  Show,  Milwaukee 
(Apr.  22  PNG  Day). 

August  11-15,  1999  - ANA  108th 
Anniversary  hosted  by  the  Chicago  Coin  Club. 

Fall,  1999  - Central  States 

Ft.  Mitchell,  KY 

May  5-7,  2000  - Central  States 
Show  hosted  by  18  Northwest  Coin  Club, 

Minneapolis,  MN  (May  4 PNG  Day). 

July,  2000  - NOW  40th  Anniversary 

Show  hosted  by  Krause  Publications,  Iola,  WI. 

April  6-8,  2001  - Central  States 

Indianapolis,  IN  (April  5 PNG  Day) 
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